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Board/Committee: Policy and Organisation Board Meeting

Date of Meeting: 28 July 2020
Title: External Audit - 2019-20 Audit Plan Update
Author: Kevin Suter
Status: Policy & Organisation Board to consider and note 

the 2019-20 Audit Plan Update

Purpose

The Audit Plan Update sets out our updated assessment of the key risks 
driving the development of an effective audit for the Council, and outlines our 
planned audit strategy in response to those risks. Our assessment has been 
updated in light of the Covid-19 pandemic, which has occurred since our 
2019/20 Audit Plan was presented to the 12 February meeting of the 
Standards & Governance Committee and cross-referred from there to the 16 
March meeting of the Policy & Organisation Board.

Recommendation

 Review the 2019/20 Audit Plan Update and note the update to the 
risks and areas of focus we have identified, and our planned 
response to them. 

1 Background

1.1 The National Audit Office’s Code of Audit Practice requires us to 
communicate details of the audit opinion and value for money 
conclusion risks that we have identified to those charged with 
governance. This report provides an update to the risk 
assessment set out in our 2019/20 Audit Plan presented in 
February. 
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2 Report

2.1

3

3.1

4

4.1

Updated risk assessment

The Audit Plan Update sets out how we have updated our risk 
assessment in light of the Covid-19 pandemic, which has 
occurred since our 2019/20 Audit Plan was issued. It also 
confirms the procedures we will undertake to address the 
updated risks.

Risk Assessment

The NAO requires auditors to communicate details of the risks 
that we have identified in relation to the audit opinion and value 
for money conclusion to those charged with governance. This 
report should be reviewed as part of the Council’s governance 
arrangements. 

Conclusion

The 2019/20 Audit Plan Update is attached for consideration by 
the Policy and Organisation Board as those charged with 
governance.

Financial Services comments: The report has been shared with the 
Borough Treasurer for comment before 
being submitted into papers.

Legal Services comments: N/A
Crime and Disorder: N/A
Equality and Diversity: N/A
Service Improvement Plan 
implications:

N/A

Corporate Plan: N/A
Risk Assessment: See point 3 above.
Background papers: N/A
Enclosures: 2019-20 Audit Plan Update

Report author/ Lead Officer: Kevin Suter, Associate Partner, Ernst & 
Young


